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Understanding Boat Plumb WATPB: A Guide to Precision and Balance on the Water
understanding boat plumb watpb is essential for sailors, boat builders, and
enthusiasts who want to ensure their vessel performs optimally and remains safe on the
water. While the term might sound technical or obscure at ?rst glance, it encapsulates
crucial aspects of boat alignment and balance that directly in?uence handling, stability,
and overall seaworthiness. This article delves into the concept of boat plumb WATPB,
explaining what it means, why it's important, and how to e?ectively measure and

maintain it.

What Exactly is Boat Plumb WATPB?

The phrase ?boat plumb WATPB? can initially seem cryptic, but breaking it down clari?es
its signi?cance. ?Plumb? in nautical terms refers to the vertical alignment of the boat?s
components?ensuring that certain parts are perfectly upright relative to the waterline or
gravity. ?WATPB? stands for ?Waterline Amidship Transverse Perpendicular Base,? a
technical term that relates to speci?c reference points used in naval architecture and boat
construction.

In simpler terms, understanding boat plumb WATPB involves knowing how the boat?s
structure aligns vertically in relation to the waterline at its midsection. This alignment

a?ects how the boat sits in the water, its balance, and its hydrodynamic e?ciency.



Understanding Boat Plumb Watpb Document Vol. 2025, Issue 8

The Importance of Plumb in Boat Design

For any boat, maintaining correct vertical alignment is critical. If a hull or mast is out of
plumb, the boat may lean or list improperly, which can cause increased drag, uneven
wear on components, and even safety hazards in rough waters. A boat that is not plumb
can experience uneven loading stresses, which might lead to structural issues over time.
In particular, plumb alignment a?ects:

**Sail performance:** For sailing vessels, the mast must be plumb to ensure sails

catch wind e?ciently.

**Hull balance:** The hull?s vertical alignment relative to the waterline in?uences

how the boat moves through water.

**Steering and handling:** An unbalanced boat can be harder to steer and may

respond unpredictably.

How to Measure and Check Boat Plumb WATPB

Understanding boat plumb WATPB is not just theoretical?it requires practical
measurement and adjustment, especially during construction, maintenance, or repair.
Tools You?ll Need

To accurately measure plumb and the waterline amidship transverse perpendicular base,
you?ll often need:

A **plumb bob** or laser level to check vertical alignment.

**Spirit levels** for horizontal reference.



Understanding Boat Plumb Watpb Document

**Measuring tapes** or rulers.

**Waterline markers** or hull markings.

A **boat scale diagram** or construction plans indicating the WATPB points.
Step-by-Step Process

**|dentify the amidship section:** Locate the midpoint of the boat?s length, which is

typically where measurements are taken for WATPB.

**Mark the waterline:** Using the boat?s design speci?cations, mark the waterline

on the hull amidship.

**Check the transverse perpendicular base:** This base is essentially the cross-

sectional reference line at the waterline amidship.

**Use a plumb bob:** Suspend a plumb bob from a ?xed point above the deck near
4.

the amidship to see if the hull or mast aligns vertically with the waterline markers.

*Compare measurements:** Record any deviations from the ideal vertical

alignment.
**Make adjustments:** If there are discrepancies, adjustments may involve

6.
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shimming, re-aligning structural elements, or redistributing weight within the boat.
Common Issues with Boat Plumb and How to Address Them

Even experienced boat owners and builders encounter plumb-related challenges.
Understanding these common problems can help you anticipate and resolve alignment
issues.

Misaligned Masts and Rigging

One of the most frequent problems in sailing boats is a mast that isn?t perfectly plumb.
This can lead to uneven stress on the rigging and poor sail shape.

**Solution:** Regularly inspect rigging tension and use a mast plumb line during
rigging adjustments. Professional mast tuning can correct subtle misalignments.

Hull Distortion or Damage

Over time, hulls can warp due to impacts, prolonged stress, or material fatigue, causing
the boat to sit unevenly in water.

**Solution:** Conduct periodic hull inspections, and if distortion is detected, consult

a marine surveyor or boatyard for possible repairs or structural reinforcement.
Improper Weight Distribution

Heavy equipment, fuel, or cargo placed unevenly can cause the boat to list or sit 0?-
plumb.

**Solution:** Balance the load carefully, placing heavier items low and centered.

Use ballast if necessary to restore proper trim and plumb alignment.
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The Role of Plumb WATPB in Boat Stability and Performance

Beyond structural concerns, understanding boat plumb WATPB is fundamental to how a
boat behaves in the water. Stability, speed, and fuel e?ciency are all in?uenced by how
well the boat maintains its vertical and horizontal references.

Impact on Stability

A boat that is correctly plumbed relative to its waterline amidship transverse
perpendicular base maintains an even keel, minimizing rolling and pitching. This is vital
for passenger comfort and safety, especially in rough seas.

E?ect on Hydrodynamics

Boats that sit level and plumb in the water experience less resistance. This means they
can move more e?ciently, consume less fuel, or sail faster. Hulls that are out of plumb
increase drag and reduce performance.

Handling and Maneuverability

Proper plumb alignment ensures that steering inputs translate predictably. When a boat is
out of balance, it may pull to one side or react sluggishly, complicating navigation.

Tips for Maintaining Proper Plumb Alignment on Your Boat

Maintaining the correct boat plumb WATPB involves ongoing care and attention. Here are
some practical tips to keep your vessel aligned and seaworthy:

Regular Inspections: Schedule routine checks of your boat?s vertical alignment

and waterline markings, especially after heavy use or winter storage.
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Weight Management: Avoid overloading one side and distribute gear evenly to
2.

prevent listing.

Professional Assessments: Have a marine surveyor or naval architect evaluate
3.

your boat?s plumb and WATPB during major re?ts or if you notice handling issues.

Use Quality Tools: Invest in reliable plumb bobs, levels, and laser tools for

4,

accurate measurements.

Understand Your Boat?s Design: Familiarize yourself with the manufacturer?s
5.

speci?cations and plans related to waterline and transverse bases.

Understanding Boat Plumb WATPB in Di?erent Types of Boats

Not all boats require the same level of attention to plumb WATPB, but the principles apply
broadly.

Sailing Yachts

Given the critical role of mast alignment and sail e?ciency, sailing yachts demand precise

plumb checks. The mast must be perfectly vertical relative to the waterline amidship

transverse perpendicular base to optimize wind capture and balance.

Motorboats and Powerboats
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While motorboats may not have masts, the hull?s vertical alignment a?ects hull speed and
stability. Plumb WATPB helps ensure that the boat rides evenly, preventing excessive fuel
consumption or uneven wear.

Commercial and Fishing Vessels

For larger vessels, maintaining plumb WATPB is vital to safety and cargo handling. Uneven
loading can cause dangerous listing, so continuous monitoring is often part of operational
procedures.

Understanding boat plumb WATPB is more than just a technical exercise?it?s an ongoing
practice that supports a smooth, safe, and enjoyable boating experience. Whether you?re
a novice sailor or a seasoned captain, paying attention to the vertical alignment and
waterline references of your boat will pay dividends in performance and peace of mind on
the water.

Question

Answer

What does 'plumb’ mean in

the context of boats?

In boating, 'plumb’ refers to something being perfectly

vertical or perpendicular to the waterline, ensuring

proper alignment and balance.

Why is understanding plumb

important for boat
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maintenance?

Understanding plumb is crucial for maintaining a boat's

stability and structural integrity, as misalignment can

lead to uneven wear, poor handling, and safety issues.

How can | check if my boat is

plumb?

You can check if your boat is plumb by using a plumb

bob or a level to measure vertical alignment from various

points on the hull, mast, or other structures.

What are common issues

caused by a boat not being

plumb?

If a boat is not plumb, it can cause problems such as

uneven hull wear, poor steering response, increased

drag, and compromised safety during navigation.

Can a boat be adjusted if it is

found not to be plumb?

Yes, adjustments can be made to a boat to correct plumb

issues, such as realigning the mast, redistributing

weight, or repairing structural components to restore

Vol. 2025, Issue 8
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proper vertical alignment.

**Understanding Boat Plumb WATPB: A Detailed Exploration**

understanding boat plumb watpb is essential for maritime professionals, boat
builders, and enthusiasts who aim to grasp the intricacies of vessel alignment and

stability. The term "plumb" in nautical contexts generally refers to vertical alignment,
ensuring that parts of a boat or the entire hull are perfectly upright relative to the

waterline or gravity. WATPB, an acronym that stands for "Waterline and Transverse Plane
Balance," is a specialized concept related to maintaining equilibrium and structural
integrity in boat design and operation. This article delves into these aspects, o?ering a
comprehensive analysis of boat plumb WATPB, its signi?cance, and the practical
implications for vessel performance and safety.

The Fundamentals of Boat Plumb and WATPB

Boat plumb primarily involves checking whether a vessel or its components stand

perfectly vertical when in a static position. Achieving accurate plumb is critical during
construction and maintenance phases because it a?ects a boat?s hydrodynamics, stability,
and overall seaworthiness. The term WATPB extends this concept by incorporating the
relationship between the waterline?the level at which the boat sits in the water?and the
transverse plane, which divides the boat into front and back halves across its beam.

In essence, understanding boat plumb WATPB requires a grasp of how a boat?s vertical
alignment interacts with its balance across waterlines and planes. These factors dictate

how a boat handles waves, maintains buoyancy, and distributes weight, in?uencing both
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safety and e?ciency.

De?ning Plumb in Maritime Contexts

Plumb is a term borrowed from construction and engineering, where it denotes verticality.
On a boat, it relates to the alignment of masts, bulkheads, and hull structures. A plumb
mast, for example, is crucial for sailboats because any deviation can impact sail tension
and wind e?ciency. Similarly, the hull?s plumb ensures that the boat cuts through water
as intended, minimizing drag and preventing uneven wear or stress.

What Does WATPB Entail?

WATPB stands for Waterline and Transverse Plane Balance. This concept is less widely
known but equally important. It focuses on the boat?s equilibrium along two critical axes:
**Waterline Balance:** Ensuring that the boat sits evenly at the water?s surface,

with no undue list (leaning to one side) or trim (pitching forward or backward).
**Transverse Plane Balance:** Maintaining equilibrium across the vessel?s width, so

that the weight distribution does not cause a roll or excessive heeling.

Together, these factors determine the boat?s static and dynamic stability, in?uencing how
it behaves in various sea conditions.

Why Understanding Boat Plumb WATPB Matters

The alignment and balance of a boat a?ect everything from fuel e?ciency to safety. Boats
that are out of plumb or poorly balanced face multiple challenges:

**Reduced Hydrodynamic E?ciency:** A boat that isn?t plumb or properly balanced
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may experience increased drag, reducing speed and increasing fuel consumption.

*Compromised Stability:** Improper transverse balance can cause the vessel to

heel excessively, increasing the risk of capsizing or passenger discomfort.

**Structural Stress:** Misalignment can lead to uneven stress on the hull and

3.

rigging, accelerating wear and potential failure.

**Navigational Di?culties:** A boat that isn?t plumb may handle unpredictably,

4.

complicating steering and maneuvering.

Understanding these factors through the lens of boat plumb WATPB helps naval architects
and marine engineers design vessels that perform optimally and remain safe under
diverse conditions.

Applications in Boat Building and Maintenance

During the construction of a boat, precise measurements are taken using plumb lines and
laser alignment tools to ensure verticality. The WATPB concept guides the placement of
ballast, cargo, and structural components to maintain balance along both the waterline
and transverse planes.

Maintenance routines also incorporate checks for plumb and balance. Over time, weight

distribution can shift due to added equipment or structural changes, necessitating
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adjustments to ballast or rigging. Surveyors often assess a vessel?s plumb and WATPB
status during inspections to certify seaworthiness.

Tools and Techniques for Measuring Plumb and WATPB

Modern technology has expanded the tools available for assessing boat plumb and
WATPB:

**Plumb Lines and Levels:** Traditional, gravity-based tools for checking vertical
alignment.

**Laser Alignment Systems:** Provide precise measurements, especially useful for
masts and bulkheads.

**Inclinometers and Gyroscopes:** Measure angles of heel and trim in real-time.

**3D Scanning and Modeling:** Used in design phases to simulate waterline and
transverse plane dynamics.

These techniques ensure that boats meet strict standards, whether for recreational use,
commercial operations, or specialized applications like racing.

Comparing Boat Plumb WATPB Across Di?erent Vessel Types

Not all boats require the same level of scrutiny when it comes to plumb and WATPB, as
vessel design and purpose in?uence these requirements.

Sailboats

Sailboats depend heavily on mast plumb for optimal sail performance. The alignment

a?ects sail shape and wind capture, directly impacting speed and control. WATPB
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considerations focus on ballast distribution to counteract heeling forces generated by
wind pressure on sails.

Powerboats

For powerboats, hull plumb and balance determine how e?ciently the vessel moves
through water and handles at high speeds. Trim adjustments are common to optimize
performance and fuel economy, re?ecting the importance of maintaining WATPB.
Commercial and Fishing Vessels

These boats often carry heavy loads that can shift during operation. Continuous
monitoring of WATPB ensures that cargo distribution doesn?t compromise stability, which
is essential for crew safety and operational e?ciency.

Challenges and Limitations in Maintaining Boat Plumb WATPB

While the principles of boat plumb WATPB are straightforward, practical challenges exist:
**Dynamic Water Conditions:** Waves and currents continuously a?ect balance,
requiring adaptive measures.

*Weight Changes:** Adding equipment, fuel, or cargo alters the vessel?s center of
gravity and balance.

**Structural Deformations:** Over time, hull ?exing or damage can shift plumb

alignment.

*Measurement Accuracy:** Environmental conditions and tool limitations can a?ect
precision.

Despite these challenges, an informed approach to understanding and managing boat
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plumb WATPB can mitigate risks and optimize vessel performance.
Pros and Cons of Strict Adherence to WATPB Principles

Pros: Enhances safety, improves fuel e?ciency, extends vessel lifespan, and

ensures compliance with maritime regulations.

Cons: Can increase construction and maintenance costs, requires specialized
2.

equipment and expertise, and may necessitate operational constraints to maintain

optimal balance.

Recognizing these trade-0?s allows stakeholders to make balanced decisions aligned with
their operational priorities.

Emerging Trends in Boat Plumb WATPB Management

The marine industry is witnessing innovations aimed at re?ning boat plumb and WATPB
monitoring:

*Smart Sensors:** Integrated systems that continuously track vessel balance and

alert crews to deviations.

**Automated Ballast Systems:** Technologies that adjust ballast dynamically to

maintain equilibrium.

**Advanced Materials:** Lightweight, strong composites reduce structural

deformation and aid in maintaining plumb.
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**Simulation Software:** Enhanced design tools that predict WATPB e?ects under
various scenarios before construction.

These advancements promise to make understanding boat plumb WATPB more accessible
and actionable.

Navigating the complexities of boat plumb WATPB is a critical element in modern marine
operations. It blends traditional craftsmanship with cutting-edge technology, fostering
vessels that are safer, more e?cient, and better suited to meet the demands of diverse
maritime environments. By deepening our understanding of these principles, the maritime
community continues to push the boundaries of vessel performance and reliability.

boat plumb line, plumb bob for boats, boat water plumb, marine plumb line, boat leveling
tools, nautical plumb bob, waterline measurement boat, boat alignment tools, plumb line

use in boating, marine construction plumb

label parts of a boat for kids

label parts of a boat for kids

Learning about boats can be a fun adventure, especially when you know the different parts that
make up a boat. Whether you're going on a boat ride or just curious about how boats work,
understanding the main parts of a boat is exciting and educational. In this article, we will explore the
key parts of a boat and label them in a way that kids can easily understand. So, let?s set sail and
discover the important parts of a boat!

What Is a Boat?

A boat is a vehicle that travels on water. Boats come in many shapes and sizes, and they are used
for fun, transportation, fishing, and even racing. No matter what type of boat it is, most boats have
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similar parts that help them float and move on the water.

Basic Parts of a Boat

Understanding the basic parts of a boat helps you see how they work together to keep the boat
moving and safe. Here are the main parts of a boat that you should know:

The Hull

The hull is the main body of the boat. 1t?s the part that sits in the water and helps the boat float.
Think of the hull as the boat?s ?body? or ?belly.? It comes in different shapes to help the boat stay
steady and move smoothly.

The Bow

The bow is the front part of the boat. When you are sitting in the boat, the bow is the part that points
forward, ahead of you. It?s often pointed or rounded to help the boat cut through the water easily.

The Stern

The stern is the back part of the boat. 1t?s opposite the bow. When you look at a boat from the side,
the stern is where the engine or motor might be attached, especially on motorboats.

The Deck

The deck is the flat surface on top of the boat where people can stand or sit. I1t?s like the ?floor? of
the boat, giving you a place to walk and enjoy the view.

The Cabin

Some boats have a small house on top called a cabin. It provides shelter and sometimes has
sleeping areas, a steering wheel, and controls for the boat.

The Keel

The keel is a part underneath the boat that runs along the center. It helps keep the boat steady and
balanced, especially in the water. Think of it as the boat?s ?spine.?

The Propeller

The propeller is a spinning blade located at the back of the boat that helps it move forward or
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backward. When the motor runs, the propeller pushes water to make the boat go.
The Rudder

The rudder is a flat piece located at the back of the boat, near the propeller. It helps steer the boat
left or right when you turn the steering wheel or tiller.

The Mast and Sails (for Sailboats)

If the boat is a sailboat, it has a tall pole called a mast and fabric sails that catch the wind. The sails
help move the boat without engines.

The Oars and Paddles (for Rowboats)

Some boats are powered by humans using oars or paddles. These are long sticks with flat ends that
you use to row the boat across the water.

Additional Parts of a Boat
Besides the main parts, there are other important parts that help boats operate safely and efficiently.
The Life Jackets

Life jackets are safety devices that keep people afloat if they fall into the water. They are very
important for all boaters.

The Anchor

An anchor is a heavy object that is dropped into the water to stop the boat from drifting away. It
keeps the boat in one place when needed.

The Bilge

The bilge is the lowest part inside the boat where water might collect. Boats often have pumps to
remove this water so the boat doesn?t get too heavy.

The Winch

A winch is a device that helps pull or lift heavy objects, like sails or the anchor.

Understanding Boat Safety Parts
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Safety is very important when on or near boats. Here are some safety parts you should know about:

The Lifeboat

A small boat stored on the larger boat used in emergencies. It can be used to escape if there is
trouble.

The Fire Extinguisher
A device that helps put out fires on the boat. Fire safety equipment is always kept on boats.

The Navigation Lights

Lights on the boat that help others see it at night or in bad weather. They keep everyone safe on the
water.

Fun Facts About Parts of a Boat

- The shape of the hull can change depending on what the boat is used for, like racing or fishing.
- Sailboats use the wind to move, so they rely heavily on their sails and mast.
- Motorboats use engines and propellers to move quickly through the water.

Summary: Parts of a Boat for Kids

Knowing the parts of a boat helps you understand how boats work and how they keep us safe on
the water. Here?s a quick list of the main parts you?ve learned about:

- Hull

- Bow

- Stern

- Deck

- Cabin

- Keel

- Propeller

- Rudder

- Mast and Sails (for sailboats)

- Oars and Paddles (for rowboats)

Remember, every part of a boat has a special job to help it float, move, and keep everyone safe.
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Whether it?s a small rowboat or a big cruise ship, understanding these parts makes learning about
boats even more fun!

Now that you know the parts of a boat, you?re ready to explore the water and maybe even become
a boat captain one day!

Label Parts of a Boat for Kids: An In-Depth Exploration for Young Explorers

Understanding the various parts of a boat is an essential step in fostering a love for sailing, boating
safety, and marine education among children. Whether for educational purposes, recreational
outings, or simply nurturing curiosity, labeling the parts of a boat for kids serves as a foundational
tool to demystify this complex vessel. This article delves into the essential components of a boat,
providing detailed explanations, visual aids, and engaging insights suitable for young learners,
educators, and parents alike.

The Importance of Learning Boat Parts for Kids

Before diving into the specifics, it?s valuable to understand why teaching children about boat parts
is beneficial. Recognizing different parts enhances safety awareness, improves communication
during boating activities, and sparks interest in marine sciences. It also empowers kids to
understand how boats operate, fostering a sense of curiosity and stewardship for watercraft and
aquatic environments.

Overview of Common Boat Parts

Boats come in various shapes and sizes?from small rowboats to large sailing vessels?but many
core components are common across most types. Familiarity with these parts creates a solid
foundation for more advanced marine knowledge.

Key Parts of a Boat for Kids:

- Hull

- Deck

- Mast

- Sails

- Rudder

- Keel

- Engine/Outboard Motor
- Steering Wheel / Tiller
- Bow and Stern
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- Cabin
Let?s explore each of these parts in detail, along with visual descriptions and their functions.
Deep Dive into Boat Parts
1. Hull
The hull is the main body of the boat. Think of it as the boat's "body" that keeps everything afloat.
The hull is designed to be waterproof, sturdy, and hydrodynamic, allowing the boat to glide smoothly

through water. It can be made from materials like wood, fiberglass, or aluminum.

> Fun Fact: The shape of the hull affects how the boat moves?flat-bottomed hulls are great for calm
waters, while V-shaped hulls are better for rough seas.

2. Deck

The deck is the flat surface on top of the hull where people stand, sit, and perform activities. It acts
as the boat?s "floor," providing space for movement and storage.

> Kids' Tip: Imagine the deck as the "floor" of a house, but on a boat!

3. Mast

The mast is a tall pole that stands upright on sailing boats. It holds the sails, which catch the wind to
propel the boat forward.

> Visual Aid: Picture a flagpole on a house?that's similar to a mast!
4. Sails

Sails are large pieces of fabric attached to the mast and rigging. When the wind blows, the sails fill
with air and push the boat forward.

> Types of Sails:
- Main Sail: The largest sail attached to the mast.

- Jib: A smaller sail at the front of the boat.
- Spinnaker: A colorful sail used for catching more wind.
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5. Rudder

The rudder is a flat piece located under the stern (back) of the boat. When turned, it steers the boat
left or right.

> Analogy: Think of the rudder as the steering wheel of a car, but underwater!
6. Keel

The keel is a fin-like structure underneath the hull that helps stabilize the boat and prevent it from
capsizing. It also helps in steering.

> Fun Fact: Some boats have a fixed keel, while others have a retractable one.
7. Engine / Outboard Motor

Not all boats have engines, but many small boats use an engine or outboard motor for propulsion
instead of sails.

> Note: Engines can be gasoline-powered or electric, providing power when there?s no wind.
8. Steering Wheel / Tiller

The steering wheel (on larger boats) or tiller (on smaller boats) is used to control the rudder and
steer the boat.

> Did You Know?: A tiller is a simple lever that directly moves the rudder.
9. Bow and Stern
- Bow: The front of the boat.
- Stern: The back of the boat.
> Visualization: When facing forward, the bow points ahead, and the stern is behind you.
10. Cabin

Some boats have a cabin?an enclosed space used for sleeping, storage, or shelter from the
weather.
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> Fun Fact: Many small boats don?t have cabins, but larger yachts do!

lllustrated Labels and Diagrams for Kids

Visual aids significantly enhance understanding. For kids, colorful, simple diagrams with labeled
parts make learning engaging and memorable. Consider using illustrated posters or interactive
digital tools that highlight each part as the child learns about it.

Sample Diagram Elements:

- Brightly colored hull and deck

- Clearly marked mast and sails

- Arrows pointing to rudder and keel
- Labels for bow, stern, and cabin

Interactive Activities to Reinforce Learning

To make learning about boat parts fun and engaging, incorporate hands-on activities:

- Build a Model Boat: Use craft materials to assemble a simple model, labeling each part.

- Boat Parts Scavenger Hunt: Find pictures or real parts of a boat and identify them.

- Label the Diagram: Provide blank diagrams for kids to fill in the labels.

- Storytelling: Create stories around each part to explain their functions in a memorable way.

Safety and Respect for Marine Environments

Educating children about boat parts also provides an opportunity to discuss safety and
environmental responsibility:

- Always wear a life jacket when on a boat.
- Understand the parts responsible for steering and stopping the boat.
- Respect marine life and avoid damaging water ecosystems.

Conclusion: Empowering Kids Through Knowledge

Labeling parts of a boat for kids is more than just memorization; it?s about building a bridge
between curiosity and understanding. By familiarizing young learners with the core components of
boats, we cultivate safer, more informed, and more enthusiastic future mariners. Whether through
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colorful diagrams, interactive activities, or hands-on experiences, teaching kids about boat parts
opens the door to lifelong appreciation and respect for watercraft and the aquatic world.

Encouragement for Young Explorers:

Next time you see a boat, try to identify its parts. Remember, every part plays an important role in
making the boat move safely and smoothly across the water. Happy sailing!

QuestionAnswer What is the front part of a boat called? The front part of a boat is called the bow.
What do we call the back end of a boat? The back end of a boat is called the stern. Which part of
the boat helps steer it? The part that helps steer the boat is called the helm or steering wheel. What
is the side of the boat called? The sides of the boat are called the port (left) and starboard (right)
sides. What is the flat surface on top of a boat called? The flat surface on top of a boat is called the
deck. What are the ropes on a boat used for called? The ropes are called lines or rigging, used for
controlling sails and securing parts. What is the part of the boat that holds the engine called? The
part that holds the engine is called the engine compartment or engine room. What is the area where
you sit called? The area where you sit is called the cockpit or seating area. What is the sail on a
boat called? The sail on a boat is called just a sail, which catches the wind to help move the boat.
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