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**Exploring the Mystique of Divination des Temps Anciens Co?ret avec 45 Cartes**
divination des temps anciens co?ret avec 45 cart represents a compelling
intersection of historical mysticism and modern spiritual practice. This divination set,
comprising 45 intricately designed cards, draws on ancient traditions to o?er users an
immersive experience into the art of fortune-telling and self-re?ection. As contemporary
interest in esoteric knowledge and tarot-like tools continues to grow, understanding the
nuances of this particular co?ret (box set) becomes crucial for enthusiasts and newcomers
alike.

Understanding the Divination des Temps Anciens Co?ret avec 45

Cartes

The "divination des temps anciens co?ret avec 45 cartes" can be translated as "ancient
times divination box set with 45 cards,” which immediately suggests a curated collection
that taps into the wisdom of bygone eras. Unlike standard tarot decks that often contain

78 cards, this speci?c set?s 45 cards indicate a tailored system, possibly focusing on select
archetypes or symbolic imagery rooted in ancient cultures.

This di?erence in card count is signi?cant for practitioners. A smaller, more focused deck
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can facilitate easier memorization and interpretation, making it accessible to beginners
while still o?ering depth for seasoned users. Furthermore, the packaging ? the "co?ret"
? generally includes not just the cards but also guidance materials, such as booklets or
manuals, that explain the origins, meanings, and reading methods associated with the
cards.

Historical and Cultural Signi?cance

The appeal of the divination des temps anciens co?ret avec 45 cartes lies partly in its
homage to ancient divination methods. Historically, divination practices have spanned
cultures and epochs, from the oracle bones of ancient China to the runic symbols of
Northern Europe and the tarot cards developed in Renaissance Italy. This set likely
synthesizes symbols and motifs from various traditions, providing a rich tapestry of
imagery that resonates with universal themes like fate, destiny, and self-awareness.
The artistry of the cards often re?ects these ancient in?uences, using iconography
reminiscent of mythological ?gures, astrological signs, or elemental forces. Such design
choices not only enhance the visual appeal but also deepen the interpretive layers each
card o?ers. This allows users to engage not only with the cards? immediate meanings but
also with the broader cultural narratives embedded within.

Features and User Experience

When evaluating any divination tool, certain features are paramount: card quality,

artwork, interpretive guidance, and overall usability. The divination des temps anciens
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co?ret avec 45 cartes stands out on several fronts.

Card Material and Craftsmanship: The cards are typically printed on durable

cardstock with a matte or semi-gloss ?nish, ensuring longevity and ease of handling.

High-quality printing preserves the intricate details and vibrant colors of the

artwork.

Artwork and Symbolism: Each card is meticulously illustrated to re?ect ancient
2.

symbolism, often incorporating mystical elements such as celestial bodies, mythic

animals, and archetypal ?gures. This artistic approach aids in intuitive reading and

personal connection.

Guidebook: The accompanying guidebook usually o?ers detailed explanations
of

each card?s meaning, suggested spreads, and tips for interpretation. Some editions

may include historical context or philosophical insights to enrich the user?s
understanding.

From a user perspective, the deck?s size and structure allow for versatile reading formats,
including single-card draws for quick insights or multi-card spreads for more
comprehensive analysis. The balance between simplicity and depth makes it suitable for

both spiritual seekers and professional readers.
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Comparative Insights: Divination des Temps Anciens vs. Traditional Tarot
While traditional tarot decks with 78 cards are comprehensive, they can sometimes
overwhelm beginners due to the complexity of Major and Minor Arcana. The divination des
temps anciens co?ret avec 45 cartes o?ers a streamlined alternative that retains symbolic
richness without the bulk.

Moreover, the thematic focus on ancient wisdom sets this deck apart from contemporary
or culturally localized tarot decks. It appeals to users interested in historical esotericism,
making it not just a tool for divination but also an educational artifact.

However, potential users should consider that the reduced card count might limit the
range of interpretations compared to a full tarot deck. Those accustomed to the detailed
narratives of traditional tarot may ?nd the divination des temps anciens deck more
abstract or generalized.

Practical Applications and Bene?ts

The divination des temps anciens co?ret avec 45 cartes is more than a novelty; it serves
multiple practical purposes:

Personal Growth and Re?ection: The cards act as prompts for introspection,

encouraging users to explore subconscious thoughts and emotions.

Decision-Making Tool: By framing questions and interpreting card meanings,

individuals can gain clarity on complex situations or dilemmas.
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Spiritual Practice: For practitioners of ritual magic or meditation, the deck can
3.

facilitate connection with archetypal energies or ancestral wisdom.

Professional Use: Tarot readers or diviners may incorporate the deck into their
4.

practice to o?er clients a unique perspective rooted in ancient symbolism.

Furthermore, the tactile interaction with physical cards can be a grounding experience in

an increasingly digital world, fostering mindfulness and presence.

Potential Limitations and Considerations

Despite its strengths, this divination set may present challenges:

Interpretive Ambiguity: The symbolic nature of the cards may require a

signi?cant learning curve to master accurate interpretations.

Language Barrier: If the guidebook or card inscriptions are exclusively in
French,

non-French speakers might ?nd it less accessible.

Availability: Depending on the manufacturer or distributor, obtaining the co?ret
3.

may be limited to speci?c regions or specialty shops.

Prospective buyers should evaluate these factors against their experience level and
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intended use to ensure the deck aligns with their needs.

Where to Acquire the Divination des Temps Anciens Co?ret avec

45 Cartes

This specialized co?ret typically appears in niche markets, including metaphysical stores,
online esoteric shops, or auction sites specializing in divination tools. When selecting a
source, verifying authenticity and product condition is essential.

Online platforms often provide customer reviews and detailed descriptions, assisting
buyers in making informed decisions. Additionally, some retailers o?er digital downloads
of the guidebook or supplementary materials, enriching the user experience.
Integrating the Deck into Modern Divination Practices

Adopting the divination des temps anciens co?ret avec 45 cartes into contemporary
spiritual practice re?ects a broader trend of reconnecting with ancestral knowledge. Its
use can complement other divination systems such as runes, | Ching, or classic tarot,
o?ering fresh insights and perspectives.

Practitioners might experiment with combining this deck with meditation, journaling, or
ritual work, creating personalized work?ows that honor both ancient traditions and
modern sensibilities.

The divination des temps anciens co?ret avec 45 cartes stands as a fascinating bridge
between past and present, inviting users to explore the depths of symbolic wisdom

through a carefully curated set of cards. Its distinct size, artistic quality, and cultural
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resonance make it a noteworthy addition to the realm of divination tools, appreciated by
novices and experts seeking to enrich their spiritual journey.
divination ancienne, co?ret de cartes, 45 cartes divinatoires, oracle ancien, tarot ancien,

jeu de divination, cartes ésotériques, prédiction avenir, art divinatoire, co?ret mystique

Ifa divination corpus

Ifa Divination Corpus

**Unlocking the Wisdom of the Ifa Divination Corpus: A Journey into Yoruba Spirituality**

ifa divination corpus represents one of the most profound and intricate bodies
of

knowledge within Yoruba spirituality and traditional African wisdom. Rooted deeply in the
culture and religion of the Yoruba people, this corpus is not just a collection of sacred
texts but a dynamic system of divination that bridges the physical and spiritual worlds.
Whether you are a spiritual seeker, a cultural enthusiast, or simply curious about ancient
wisdom traditions, understanding the Ifa divination corpus opens a doorway to centuries
of philosophical thought, ethical guidance, and mystical insight.

What Is the Ifa Divination Corpus?

At its core, the Ifa divination corpus is a vast body of oral literature and poetic verses that
form the foundation for the Ifa divination practice. The Yoruba believe that the deity
Orunmila, the god of wisdom and knowledge, revealed this system to humanity. The

corpus itself consists of 256 Odu, or chapters, each containing numerous verses called Ese
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Ifa. These verses contain stories, proverbs, morals, and guidance that help priests?known
as Babalawos?interpret the messages from the divine during divination rituals.

Unlike written scriptures found in many religious traditions, the Ifa divination corpus is
traditionally preserved through oral transmission and memorization. This oral nature
ensures that the wisdom remains alive, adaptive, and deeply connected to the
community?s lived experiences.

The Role of the Odu Ifa

The Odu Ifa are the backbone of the Ifa divination corpus. Each Odu is a symbolic pattern
derived from casting palm nuts or palm kernels during a divination session. The particular
Odu that appears in divination holds speci?c messages and guidance tailored to the
seeker?s circumstances. The Babalawo interprets these messages by reciting the
corresponding Ese Ifa, drawing upon the rich symbolic language embedded in the stories
and proverbs.

This system is not merely predictive; it is profoundly ethical and philosophical. Each Odu
o?ers lessons about human behavior, destiny, and the moral order, encouraging
individuals to align themselves with cosmic harmony.

The Historical and Cultural Signi?cance of the Ifa Divination

Corpus

Ifa divination is more than a spiritual practice?it is a cultural cornerstone for millions

across West Africa, especially among the Yoruba people of Nigeria, Benin, and Togo. The
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corpus embodies centuries of accumulated wisdom, connecting generations through a
shared understanding of the universe.

Preservation Through Oral Tradition

One of the most fascinating aspects of the Ifa divination corpus is how it has been
preserved. Before the advent of writing systems in the region, Yoruba priests memorized
thousands of verses and passed them down through rigorous training and apprenticeship.
This oral transmission keeps the knowledge vibrant and allows for slight adaptations that
re?ect changing times without losing the core teachings.

In recent years, scholars and practitioners have begun transcribing the corpus, making it
more accessible globally while respecting its sacredness. This transcription helps preserve
the knowledge in an era when oral traditions face challenges due to modernization and
globalization.

Ifa?s In?uence Beyond Religion

The Ifa divination corpus impacts more than just spiritual practices; it in?uences Yoruba
art, music, language, and social structure. For example, many Yoruba proverbs and folk
tales are drawn directly from the Ese Ifa verses, embedding spiritual wisdom into
everyday life. Moreover, the ethical codes and community values promoted through Ifa
teachings guide social conduct and relationships.

Understanding the Divination Process: How the Ifa Divination

Corpus Is Used

Ifa divination is a ritualistic practice where the Babalawo communicates with Orunmila
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through the corpus. This process is both scienti?c and mystical, involving precise rituals
and deep knowledge of the corpus.

Tools and Techniques of Ifa Divination

The primary tools used in divination include:

Ikin: Sacred palm nuts used to cast Odu patterns.

Opele: A chain divided into eight segments, also used to generate Odu.
2.

Divination Tray: A wooden tray where the nuts or chain are cast.

3.

The Babalawo casts these tools and observes the patterns formed. Each pattern
corresponds to one of the 256 Odu, and the Babalawo then recites the related Ese Ifa to
interpret the message.

The Role of the Babalawo

The Babalawo is more than a priest; he is a spiritual guide, counselor, and keeper of the
Ifa divination corpus. His training can take years, during which he memorizes the entire
corpus and learns to interpret the subtle nuances of each Odu and Ese Ifa. The Babalawo?s
role is to help individuals and communities understand their destinies, resolve problems,
and make decisions in harmony with divine will.

The Wisdom Embedded in the Ifa Divination Corpus
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The Ifa divination corpus is a treasure trove of philosophical insights and practical advice.
Through its verses, it addresses universal human themes such as destiny, morality,
health, relationships, and community welfare.

Lessons on Destiny and Free Will

One of the most profound teachings within the corpus is the balance between destiny
(ayanmo) and free will. Ifa acknowledges that while certain life paths are preordained,
individuals have the power to in?uence outcomes through actions and choices. This
dynamic encourages personal responsibility and spiritual growth.

Ethical Guidance and Moral Philosophy

Many Ese Ifa verses contain stories that serve as moral parables. They illustrate the
consequences of sel?shness, dishonesty, and negligence, while promoting virtues like
honesty, humility, and respect. This ethical framework is integral to Yoruba society?s
cohesion and harmony.

Healing and Wellness

The Ifa divination corpus also o?ers guidance on physical and spiritual healing. Through
divination, practitioners can diagnose spiritual ailments or imbalances and prescribe
rituals, herbal remedies, or lifestyle changes. The holistic approach recognizes the
interconnectedness of mind, body, and spirit.

The Modern Relevance of the Ifa Divination Corpus

In today?s world, the Ifa divination corpus continues to be relevant, not only among

Yoruba communities but also among the African diaspora and spiritual seekers worldwide.
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Ifain Contemporary Spirituality

Modern practitioners of Ifa use the corpus to navigate life?s complexities, seeking clarity in
times of uncertainty. The universal themes within the corpus resonate across cultures,
making it a valuable tool for personal development and self-discovery.

Academic and Cultural Interest

Scholars of anthropology, religion, and African studies increasingly study the Ifa divination
corpus to understand indigenous knowledge systems. This growing academic interest
helps preserve and respect the tradition while fostering intercultural dialogue.

Digital Preservation and Accessibility

Thanks to technology, parts of the Ifa divination corpus have been digitized and made
available online. This accessibility o?ers new opportunities for learning and engagement
but also raises important questions about cultural sensitivity and the sacredness of the
knowledge.

Tips for Those Interested in Exploring the Ifa Divination Corpus

Engaging with the Ifa divination corpus requires respect, patience, and a willingness to
learn deeply about Yoruba culture and spirituality. Here are some tips for beginners:

Find Authentic Sources: Seek out reputable Babalawos or cultural centers that

honor traditional practices.

Learn the Language: Familiarity with Yoruba language enhances understanding
of
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the corpus?s nuances.

Approach with Respect: Remember that Ifa is sacred; approach it with humility
3.

and openness.

Study Related Cultural Practices: Understanding Yoruba history, religion, and
4,

art enriches your comprehension of Ifa.

Be Patient: Mastery of Ifa knowledge takes time, as it involves memaorization
and

contextual understanding.

Exploring the Ifa divination corpus is not just an intellectual exercise but a spiritual
journey that connects you with a rich tradition of wisdom.

The Ifa divination corpus remains a living testament to the Yoruba people's profound
insight into the human experience. Its teachings continue to inspire, guide, and heal,
o?ering a timeless bridge between the past and the present, the seen and the unseen.
Question

Answer

What is the Ifa Divination

Corpus?
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The Ifa Divination Corpus is a body of sacred texts and
verses used in the Yoruba religion to guide divination
practices. It consists of a complex system of signs, stories,
and proverbs that Ifa priests interpret to provide guidance
and insight.

How is the Ifa Divination

Corpus used in

traditional Yoruba

religion?

In traditional Yoruba religion, the Ifa Divination Corpus is
used by Babalawos (Ifa priests) during divination sessions.
They cast palm nuts or use a divining chain to generate
patterns, which correspond to speci?c Odu (chapters) from
the corpus, revealing spiritual messages and advice.

What languages are the

Ifa Divination Corpus

texts written in?

The Ifa Divination Corpus is primarily composed in the

Yoruba language, often using poetic and metaphorical

language that conveys moral, spiritual, and practical wisdom.

Vol. 2022, Issue 2
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Why is the Ifa Divination

Corpus important in

African spirituality?

The Ifa Divination Corpus is central to African spirituality as it
preserves the ancient wisdom, ethics, and cosmology of the
Yoruba people. It serves as a spiritual guide and a tool for
decision-making, healing, and connecting with divine forces.
Can the Ifa Divination

Corpus be studied

outside of Yoruba

religious practice?

Yes, scholars and enthusiasts of African culture, religion, and
anthropology study the Ifa Divination Corpus to understand
Yoruba cosmology, oral literature, and indigenous knowledge
systems, though it is traditionally transmitted orally and
interpreted within its cultural context.

How has modern

technology impacted the

study and preservation

of the Ifa Divination

Corpus?

Vol. 2022, Issue 2
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Modern technology has facilitated the digitization, recording,

and wider dissemination of the Ifa Divination Corpus, helping

preserve this oral tradition and making it accessible to a

global audience while supporting cultural preservation and

academic research.

**The Ifa Divination Corpus: An In-Depth Exploration of Yoruba Spiritual Wisdom**

ifa divination corpus represents one of the most profound and intricate systems
of

spiritual knowledge originating from the Yoruba people of Nigeria and the broader West
African region. This corpus forms the foundational text and oral tradition through which
practitioners access divine guidance, interpret life's uncertainties, and preserve cultural
heritage. As a complex body of verses, symbols, and ritual practices, the Ifa divination
corpus has attracted global interest not only for its religious signi?cance but also for its
anthropological, linguistic, and philosophical dimensions.

Understanding the Ifa Divination Corpus

The Ifa divination corpus is a vast compilation of verses known as Odu Ifa, which
constitute the sacred texts recited and interpreted during divination sessions. These
verses are believed to be the spoken words of Orunmila, the deity of wisdom and
knowledge in Yoruba cosmology. Orunmila is regarded as the divine prophet and
intermediary between the spiritual and physical worlds. The corpus itself encompasses

256 Odu, each consisting of numerous poetic stanzas or Ese Ifa, which encode moral,
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ethical, and practical guidance for adherents.

What distinguishes the Ifa divination corpus from other spiritual texts is its oral
transmission and mnemonic system. Traditional Babalawos (priests of Ifa) employ a
combination of palm nuts, divining chains (Opele), and intricate memaorization techniques
to access and interpret the verses. This oral tradition ensures the living nature of the
corpus, allowing it to adapt and remain relevant across generations.

The Role of the Ifa Divination Corpus in Yoruba Religion

In the context of Yoruba religion, the Ifa corpus serves as the primary tool for
divination?a process through which individuals seek answers to personal, communal, or
existential questions. The divination process involves invoking Orunmila and interpreting
the Odu Ifa to reveal insights into future events, resolve con?icts, identify spiritual causes
of misfortune, and recommend rituals or sacri?ces for balance and harmony.

The divination is not merely predictive but deeply philosophical, emphasizing self-
awareness, destiny, and the interconnectedness of human actions and cosmic forces. The
corpus encapsulates Yoruba worldview, including concepts of destiny (Ayanmo), destiny
correction (Iwa Pele), and the duality of existence (Ori and Aye). Through divination,
adherents engage with these concepts in a practical, personalized manner.

Structural and Linguistic Features of the Ifa Divination Corpus

The Ifa divination corpus is remarkable for its structural complexity and linguistic richness.

Each Odu combines symbolic imagery, metaphor, allegory, and proverbs that require
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extensive training to interpret accurately. The ambiguity and layered meanings inherent

in the verses enable diverse applications depending on the context of the divination.

The verses often integrate natural phenomena, historical anecdotes, and moral lessons,
making the corpus a repository of Yoruba culture and knowledge. Its poetic form allows for
mnemonic ease, facilitating oral transmission over centuries. Scholars have noted that the
Ifa corpus resembles other ancient wisdom traditions in its use of coded language and oral
preservation techniques.

Comparison with Other Divination Systems

Comparing the Ifa divination corpus to other global divination systems highlights its
uniqueness. Unlike the Tarot cards or the | Ching, which use ?xed symbols or written
texts, Ifa relies on a dynamic interaction between the Babalawo, divination tools, and oral
verses. The ?exibility of interpretation and adaptability to individual circumstances set Ifa
apart as an evolving tradition rather than a static scripture.

Moreover, the corpus?s integration with ritual practice and community life contrasts with
divination systems that are more individually focused or secular. Ifa serves not only
spiritual purposes but also social cohesion and ethical instruction, reinforcing its
multifaceted role within Yoruba society.

The Global Impact and Contemporary Relevance of the Ifa

Divination Corpus

Over the past century, Ifa and its divination corpus have attracted scholarly attention and

diasporic interest, especially among African-descended populations in the Americas and
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Europe. The transatlantic slave trade carried Yoruba religious practices to countries such
as Brazil, Cuba, and the United States, where Ifa principles have been preserved and
adapted.

This global spread has led to new interpretations and syncretisms, sometimes blending Ifa
with Christian or indigenous beliefs. Despite these adaptations, the core corpus remains a
vital source of spiritual guidance and cultural identity for practitioners worldwide.

In contemporary society, the Ifa divination corpus has also found relevance beyond
religious contexts. Anthropologists, linguists, and historians study it as a window into
Yoruba epistemology and oral literature. Additionally, its ethical teachings on balance,
responsibility, and destiny resonate with individuals seeking holistic approaches to life
challenges.

Challenges in Preserving and Accessing the Ifa Divination Corpus
Despite its richness, the Ifa divination corpus faces challenges related to preservation and
accessibility. The oral nature of the tradition means that much knowledge depends on the
expertise of Babalawos and the continuity of apprenticeship systems. Modernization,
urbanization, and globalization pose risks to the transmission of this intangible cultural
heritage.

E?orts to document and transcribe the corpus into written form have been met with both
enthusiasm and caution. On one hand, transcription facilitates academic study and wider

dissemination; on the other, it risks detaching the verses from their ritual context and
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diminishing the role of oral performance.

Furthermore, the sacredness of the corpus limits open access, as many verses and
interpretations are considered esoteric or reserved for initiated practitioners. Balancing
respect for tradition with scholarly inquiry remains an ongoing debate among custodians
and researchers.

Key Elements and Tools Within the Ifa Divination Process

To fully appreciate the Ifa divination corpus, understanding the tools and methods used in
its practice is essential. The divination process involves various components that interact
with the corpus to generate meaningful readings.

Opele Chain: A divining chain typically made of eight half-seed shells or metal

pieces linked together. It is cast by the Babalawo to determine which Odu Ifa will be

consulted.

Palm Nuts (Ikin): Sacred nuts used in alternate divination practices, requiring
2.

precise handling and counting to reveal Odu signatures.

Opon Ifa: A wooden tray on which the Opele or Ikin are cast, often intricately
3.

carved with symbolic motifs.

Esu: The messenger deity whose invocation is critical for successful
communication
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between the Babalawo and Orunmila during divination.

Each tool is part of a comprehensive ritual that activates the spiritual power contained
within the Ifa divination corpus. The physical act of casting and interpreting signs
represents the tangible connection between the invisible spiritual realm and the human
seeker.

The Ethical and Social Dimensions Embedded in the Corpus

Beyond its divinatory function, the Ifa corpus provides ethical guidance and social norms
that in?uence Yoruba communities. Many Odu Ifa verses emphasize virtues such as
honesty, patience, humility, and respect for elders. The corpus also addresses complex
social issues, including con?ict resolution, leadership, family dynamics, and community
welfare.

This ethical dimension contributes to the corpus's enduring relevance and respect among
practitioners. It reinforces the idea that divination is not merely fortune-telling but a
pathway to moral insight and personal development.

The social role of the Ifa divination corpus extends to rituals of healing, initiation, and rites
of passage, embedding it deeply in the fabric of Yoruba life. As a living tradition, it
continues to adapt while preserving core values.

The Ifa divination corpus remains a testament to the sophistication of Yoruba spiritual
knowledge and the power of oral traditions to sustain cultural identity. Its blend of poetic

complexity, ritual precision, and philosophical depth marks it as a unique and invaluable
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heritage worthy of continued study and respect.
Ifa divination, Yoruba divination, Ifa oracle, Orunmila, Odu Ifa, Ifa verses, Ifa priest, Ifa

mythology, Ifa rituals, Ifa symbols
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