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Kavi Surdas Jeevan Parichay

Kavi Surdas Jeevan Parichay: Ek Vishesh Drishti

kavi surdas jeevan parichay ki baat karte hi man me ek aisa chitr ubhar kar aata
hai jo

sant aur kavi ke roop me apne samay ke logon ke liye prerna ka strot bane. Bharat ke
itihaas me kabir, tulsi aur surdas jaise mahan kavitriyon ne apni rachnaon dwara bhakti
andolan ko ek nayi pehchan di. Aaj hum yahan kavi surdas ke jeevan aur unke yogdan ko
samajhne ki koshish karenge, jisse unke prati hamari jankari aur samvedana badhe.
Kavi Surdas Ka Parichay

Surdas ek prasiddh Bhakti kal ke kavi the jinhone Krishna bhakti ko apni kavita ka mool
vishay banaya. Unka janm 16vi sadi ke aas-paas hua tha, aur ve Braj bhasha ke pramukh
kavi maane jaate hain. Unhone apni rachnaon ke madhyam se Krishna ke bal roop aur
leelaon ko itni sundarta se vyakt kiya ki aaj bhi unki kavitaen logon ke dil ko chhoo jaati
hain.

Kavi Surdas ke Janm aur Parivarik Jeevan

Surdas ke janm ke baare mein kai kahaniyan prachlit hain. Kuchh itihaskar unka janm
1478 mein Braj ke sadharan parivar mein batate hain, jabki kuch anya srot is baat se
sahmat nahin hain. Unka janm andha hua tha, isliye unhe "andha kavi" bhi kaha jata hai.

Parantu, unki drishti ki kami ne unke man aur kalpana ki drishti ko kabhi prabhavit nahi
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kiya. Surdas ka parivarik jeevan saral aur bhakti se paripurn tha, jahan ve apne parivar ke
saath rahkar apni bhakti me magan the.

Kavi Surdas ke Sahityik Yogdan

Surdas ki kavitaon ka mool vishay Krishna bhakti hai. Unhone apni rachnaon me Krishna
ke bal roop, unki murli ki dhun aur gopiyon ke prema vyang ko ati sundar tareeke se vyakt
kiya hai. Unke shlok hamesha se bhakton ke hriday ko chhoo gaye hain.

Surdas ke Pramukh Granth

Surdas ki rachnaon ka sangrah mukhya roop se "Sur Sagar" ke naam se prasiddh hai. Yeh
granth bhakti sahitya ka ek amulya khazana hai jisme unhone Krishna ke charitra aur
leelaon ko kavya roop me pesh kiya hai. Iske alawa unke kuch anya granth bhi prachlit
hain, jaise "Sur Saravali" aur "Surbodh".

Unki Kavitaon ki Visheshataen

Surdas ki kavitaon mein pramukh roop se Braj bhasha ka prayog hua hai, jo us samay ki
lokpriya bhasha thi. Unki bhasha saral, samvedansheel aur manohar hai. Unka kavi shaili
aisi thi jo aam janata ke dil tak asaani se pahunchti thi. Unhone apne shlokon mein bhakti
ki aisi bhavana jagayi jo har umr ke vyakti ko prabhavit karti hai.

Bhakti Andolan Mein Surdas Ka Sthaan

Bhakti andolan Bharat ke itihaas mein ek ahem charan tha jisme samajik aur dharmik
badlav ki prerna mili. Surdas ne is andolan me Krishna bhakti ke madhyam se apni ek
vishesh pehchan banayi. Unke geet aur shlok aam janata ke liye bhakti ko saral aur

samvedansheel bana dete the. Unki rachnayein is baat ki misaal hain ki bhakti kisi bhi
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roop mein vyakt ho sakti hai - chaahe vah sadharan bhasha ho ya gahri darshanik bhavna.
Surdas aur Radha-Krishna Prem

Surdas ke geeton mein Radha-Krishna prem ka varnan atyadhik prachlit hai. Unhone
Radha ke dard aur Krishna ke prema anubhav ko apne shlokon mein aisa pesh kiya ki har
shrota us prem ki gahraai ko mehsoos kar sakta hai. Unka yah prem kavi bhakti aur
lokbhakti dono ka sangam hai.

Kavi Surdas ke Jeevan se Prerna

Kavi Surdas ka jeevan humein yah sikhata hai ki badhaayein kabhi bhi manushya ki
kalpana aur bhakti ko rok nahi sakti. Andhapan ke baawajood, Surdas ne apne mann Ki
drishti se itni sundar rachnayein likhin jo aaj bhi anek logon ke jeevan ko prabhavit karti
hain. Unka jeevan hum sab ke liye ek prerna hai ki agar man mein sahi bhavna ho to koi
bhi kathinai bade sapno ke raaste mein badha nahi ban sakti.

Kavi Surdas ki Rachnaon ka Aadhunik Mahatva

Aaj ke yug mein jahan bhakti aur spiritualta ke naye roop ubhar rahe hain, Surdas ki
kavitaen humein apni parampara aur sanskriti se jodne ka kaam karti hain. Unki
rachnayein na keval dharmik bhavna jagati hain balki manav moolyon jaise prem,
samarpan aur sahishnuta ko bhi badhava deti hain. Isliye, Surdas ke geet aaj bhi bhakti
sangeet aur kavitri jagat ke liye ek amulya uphaar hain.

Surdas Ki Kavitaen Aur Unka Sangrah

Surdas ki kavitaon mein mukhya roop se Krishna ke baal roop aur unke gopi prem ka
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varnan milta hai. Unke shlokon ki madhurta aur bhavana ki gahraai ne unhe anya Bhakti
kaal ke kaviyon se alag sthaan diya hai. Unki rachnayein aaj bhi bhakti sangeet ke
madhyam se suni aur gaayi jaati hain, jo unke sangeet aur kavya ke amar hone ki nishani
hai.

Surdas ke kuch pramukh shlok

Surdas ke shlokon mein aapko Krishna ki leelaon ka varnan us roop mein milega jise
samajhna saral hai aur jo hriday ko chu jaata hai. Udaharan ke liye:

"Maiya mori main nahin makhan khayo" - Yeh shlok Krishna ke bal roop ki ek

pramukh leela ko vyakt karta hai.

"Jo tumko dekh kare man mohe" - Ismein Krishna ke prema aur bhakti ki bhavana

vyakt hoti hai.

"Maiya mai naahin main naahin" - Apne aap ko Krishna ke charan mein samarpit

3.

karne ki bhavna.

Yeh shlok na keval bhakti mein dubki lagane ka avsar dete hain balki humein apne jeevan
mein bhakti ki mahanta bhi samjhate hain.

Surdas ka jeevan aur unki rachnayein hum sab ke liye ek anmol dharohar hain, jo humein
apni sanskriti aur bhakti ki gehraiyon se avagat karati hain. Unki kavitaon mein chhupa

prem aur bhakti ka sandesh sadaiv humein jeevan ke kathin samayon mein aasha aur
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shakti pradan karta rahega.

Question

Answer

Who was Kavi Surdas

and why is he signi?cant

in Indian literature?

Kavi Surdas was a 16th-century blind devotional poet and
singer, known for his compositions dedicated to Lord Krishna.
He is a prominent ?gure in Bhakti movement literature and is
celebrated for his soulful and expressive poetry in Braj
Bhasha language.

What is the early life

and background of Kavi

Surdas?

Kavi Surdas was born in a Brahmin family in the village of Sihi
near Delhi. Despite losing his eyesight at a young age, he
developed a deep devotion to Lord Krishna and became a
renowned poet and singer, contributing signi?cantly to
devotional literature.

What are the main
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themes found in Kavi

Surdas?s poetry?

The main themes in Surdas?s poetry include devotion to Lord

Krishna, descriptions of Krishna?s childhood and divine play,

expressions of love and longing for the divine, and moral and

spiritual messages emphasizing Bhakti (devotion).

Which language did Kavi

Surdas primarily use in

his literary works?

Kavi Surdas primarily composed his poetry in Braj Bhasha, a

dialect of Hindi spoken in the Braj region, which is closely

associated with the life and legends of Lord Krishna.

What is the legacy of

Kavi Surdas in Indian

culture and literature?

Kavi Surdas?s legacy lies in his profound devotional

compositions that continue to inspire spiritual seekers and

artists. His works are included in the Sikh scripture Guru

Granth Sahib, and he is remembered as one of the greatest

poets of the Bhakti movement, in?uencing devotional music

and poetry across India.

Vol. 2025, Issue 2
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Kavi Surdas Jeevan Parichay: A Comprehensive Insight into the Life of the Mystic Poet

kavi surdas jeevan parichay serves as a critical entry point into understanding
one of

the most revered ?gures in Bhakti literature. Surdas, often hailed as a luminous poet and
devotee of Lord Krishna, has left an indelible mark on Hindi literature and spiritual
thought. His compositions, primarily focused on devotion and divine love, continue to
inspire millions across India and beyond. This article delves deeply into the life, works, and
legacy of Kavi Surdas, exploring the nuances of his biography and the contextual
relevance of his poetry in the Bhakti movement.

Exploring the Historical Context of Kavi Surdas

The life of Surdas is enveloped in both historical signi?cance and elements of legend,
making the task of piecing together an accurate biography challenging yet fascinating.
Born in the 16th century, during the period dominated by the Bhakti movement, Surdas?s
poetry re?ects the socio-religious milieu of that era. The Bhakti movement, characterized
by intense personal devotion to a deity, found expression in vernacular languages,
breaking away from the elite Sanskrit tradition. Surdas?s use of Braj Bhasha, a dialect
prevalent in the region of Mathura and Vrindavan, made his devotional songs accessible
to the common masses.

Early Life and Background

While concrete details about Surdas?s early life remain scarce, most scholars agree that

he was born blind, a fact that adds a layer of poignancy to his devotional oeuvre.
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Traditional accounts suggest his birthplace as either Sihi village near Delhi or in the
Mathura region, both signi?cant centers of Krishna devotion. His blindness is often
metaphorically interpreted as a spiritual blessing, enabling him to ?see? the divine more
clearly than the physical world.

Surdas?s association with the followers of Vallabhacharya, the founder of the Pushtimarg
sect, is well documented. This connection in?uenced the thematic core of his poetry,
focusing on the childhood exploits of Krishna and the intimate, loving relationship
between the divine and the devotee.

Literary Contributions and Style

Surdas?s magnum opus, the "Sur Sagar" (Ocean of Melody), is a collection of devotional
songs and poems that encapsulate his spiritual vision. His compositions are known for
their lyrical beauty, emotional depth, and vivid imagery. The poems often describe
Krishna?s playful antics, his divine love with Radha, and philosophical re?ections on
devotion and surrender.

His literary style is marked by:

Use of Braj Bhasha dialect, making the poetry accessible and popular among the

masses.

Rich metaphorical language that blends earthly experiences with spiritual truths.
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A focus on Bhakti as a personal, emotional experience rather than ritualistic

3.

practice.

These features have cemented Surdas?s place as a pioneer in vernacular devotional
poetry, in?uencing generations of poets and musicians.

The Spiritual and Cultural Impact of Surdas?s Poetry

Surdas?s poetry transcends mere literary value; it embodies a spiritual philosophy that
shaped the ethos of the Bhakti movement. His works emphasize the path of love and
devotion as a means to attain divine grace, bypassing caste distinctions and ritual
formalities prevalent at the time. This inclusivity made his poetry resonate with a diverse
audience.

Role in the Bhakti Movement

The Bhakti movement sought to democratize spirituality, advocating direct personal
experience of God. Surdas?s jeevan parichay (biographical narrative) highlights his role as
a torchbearer of this ideology. By focusing on Krishna?s childhood and playful episodes, he
humanized the divine, making it relatable and accessible.

Moreover, Surdas?s compositions often underscore the emotional bond between devotee
and deity, stressing feelings like longing, separation, and ecstatic union. Such themes
encouraged devotees to cultivate an intimate relationship with God, fostering a deeper,
heartfelt spirituality.

In?uence on Music and Performing Arts
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The in?uence of Kavi Surdas extends beyond literature into the realm of Indian classical
and folk music. His verses have been set to various ragas and continue to be performed in
devotional gatherings and classical concerts. The melodic quality of his poetry lends itself
naturally to musical rendition, contributing to the perpetuation of Krishna bhajans and
kirtans.

Contemporary artists and scholars recognize Surdas?s work as foundational in the
development of Bhakti music traditions. His compositions serve as a bridge connecting
literary art with oral and performative culture, emphasizing the experiential aspect of
devotion.

Analyzing the Legacy of Kavi Surdas

Understanding the legacy of Kavi Surdas requires examining both the historical
scholarship and the ongoing cultural relevance of his poetry. While some aspects of his
biography remain debated, the impact of his works is undeniable.

Scholarly Perspectives and Debates

Academics have long grappled with the precise dates of Surdas?s life and the authenticity
of various works attributed to him. Some scholars suggest that the Sur Sagar and other
texts were compiled and expanded over time by multiple authors within the Pushtimarg
tradition.

Despite these debates, the consensus acknowledges Surdas as a seminal ?gure whose

contributions shaped Hindi literature and devotional expression. His poetry?s linguistic
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simplicity paired with profound spiritual insight continues to attract scholarly interest.
Contemporary Relevance

In modern times, Surdas?s poetry remains a vital part of religious practice and cultural
identity, especially in northern India. His compositions are integral to festivals such as
Janmashtami and Holi, where Krishna?s life and exploits are celebrated.

Furthermore, the themes of love, devotion, and divine playfulness resonate with
contemporary audiences seeking spiritual solace amid life's complexities. Educational
institutions include his works in curricula to teach language, literature, and cultural
heritage, ensuring that new generations engage with his legacy.

Pros and Cons of Surdas?s Poetic Approach

Pros: Accessible language, emotional depth, and universal themes make his
poetry

enduring and relevant.

Cons: Some critics argue that the heavy focus on Krishna?s childhood may
limit

thematic diversity; textual authenticity issues may complicate scholarly study.
Despite these limitations, the overall contribution of Surdas to devotional literature is
overwhelmingly positive.

The exploration of kavi surdas jeevan parichay reveals a ?gure whose life and
work
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embody the transformative power of faith expressed through art. Surdas?s poetry not only
enriched Hindi literature but also democratized spiritual experience, making divine love a
shared human heritage. His enduring legacy continues to inspire devotion, artistic
expression, and scholarly inquiry alike.

Kavi Surdas jeevan parichay, Surdas biography, Surdas life story, Surdas poet, Bhakti

movement poet, Surdas kabir, Surdas poems, Surdas bhajans, Surdas sant, Surdas history
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Question

Answer

Who were the prominent

poets of the Bhakti Kaal

period?

Prominent poets of the Bhakti Kaal period include Kabir,
Tulsidas, Surdas, Mirabai, and Guru Nanak, who composed
devotional poetry expressing love and devotion towards

God.
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What is the signi?cance

of Bhakti Kaal ke Kavi in

Indian literature?

Bhakti Kaal ke Kavi played a crucial role in shaping Indian
literature by promoting devotion and spirituality through
their poetic works, making religious and philosophical ideas
accessible to the common people.

Which languages were

commonly used by

Bhakti Kaal ke Kavi?

Bhakti Kaal ke Kavi composed poetry in various regional
languages such as Hindi, Marathi, Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada, and Bengali, making their works widely accessible
across India.

What themes are

commonly found in the

poetry of Bhakti Kaal ke

Kavi?

Common themes include devotion to a personal god, the

importance of love and surrender, social equality, critique of

Vol. 2025, Issue 2
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ritualism, and the emphasis on inner spirituality over

external practices.

How did Bhakti Kaal ke

Kavi in?uence the Bhakti

movement?

Bhakti Kaal ke Kavi inspired the Bhakti movement by
expressing deep personal devotion through poetry and
songs, encouraging people to seek a direct connection with
the divine, transcending caste and social barriers.

Can you name some

famous works by Bhakti

Kaal ke Kavi?

Famous works include Tulsidas's 'Ramcharitmanas’, Surdas's
devotional songs dedicated to Krishna, Kabir's dohas
(couplets), Mirabai's bhajans, and Guru Nanak's hymns
compiled in the Guru Granth Sahib.

Bhakti Kaal Ke Kavi: Exploring the Devotional Poets of the Bhakti Era

bhakti kaal ke kavi have played a pivotal role in shaping the spiritual and
literary

landscape of India. These poets, emerging during the Bhakti movement, used their literary

prowess to express deep devotion and a personal connection with the divine. Their
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compositions have not only enriched Indian literature but have also in?uenced religious
thought, cultural practices, and societal values. Understanding the signi?cance of bhakti
kaal ke kavi requires delving into the historical context, thematic elements, and linguistic
innovations that marked their contributions.

The Historical Context of Bhakti Kaal Ke Kavi

The Bhakti movement, spanning roughly from the 7th to the 17th century, was a
transformative period in Indian history characterized by a shift towards personal devotion
(bhakti) to a supreme deity. This movement transcended regional boundaries and
linguistic barriers, fostering a unifying spiritual ethos across diverse communities. Bhakti
kaal ke kavi emerged during this era as the torchbearers of devotional expression,
composing poetry and songs that were accessible to the masses.

Unlike the ritualistic and often elitist practices of earlier religious traditions, bhakti poets
emphasized direct emotional connection with God, irrespective of caste, gender, or social
status. This democratization of spirituality was radical for its time and signi?cantly
in?uenced the cultural fabric of India.

Key Features of Bhakti Poetry

The poetry of bhakti kaal ke kavi is distinguished by several de?ning characteristics:

Emotional Intensity: The verses often express profound love, longing, and

surrender to the divine.

Use of Vernacular Languages: Unlike classical Sanskrit literature, bhakti poets
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wrote in regional languages such as Hindi, Tamil, Kannada, Marathi, and Telugu to
reach a broader audience.

Didactic Elements: Their works frequently included moral and ethical
teachings,

3.
encouraging a life of righteousness.

Rejection of Ritualism: The poetry often critiques ritualistic formalism,
advocating

4.

for sincere devotion instead.

Prominent Bhakti Kaal Ke Kavi and Their Contributions

The bhakti kaal ke kavi represent a diverse group of poets across di?erent regions of
India, each contributing uniquely to the devotional canon. Their works re?ect varied
theological perspectives and poetic styles, yet they share a common devotion to the
divine.

North Indian Bhakti Poets

In the northern plains, poets like Kabir, Tulsidas, Surdas, and Mirabai stand out as
monumental ?gures.

Kabir: Known for his dohas (couplets), Kabir?s poetry bridges Hindu and
Islamic
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traditions, emphasizing a formless God and criticizing dogmatic practices.

Tulsidas: Famous for the epic Ramcharitmanas, Tulsidas brought the story of
Lord

Rama to the masses with lyrical elegance and devotional fervor.

Surdas: Surdas?s compositions celebrate the childhood and youthful exploits
of

Lord Krishna, capturing the essence of bhakti through vivid imagery and heartfelt
emotion.

Mirabai: One of the few prominent female bhakti poets, Mirabai?s songs
express

4.

her unwavering devotion to Krishna, often challenging social conventions.

South Indian Bhakti Poets

The southern Bhakti movement enriched Tamil, Kannada, and Telugu literature with poets
like Andal, Alvars, Nammalvar, Basavanna, and Purandara Dasa.

Alvars and Nayanars: These saint-poets composed hymns in Tamil that

emphasized devotion to Vishnu and Shiva, respectively.

Andal: The only female Alvar, Andal?s poetic works are noted for their
passionate
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devotion and poetic beauty.

Basavanna: A social reformer and poet, Basavanna?s vachanas (prose-poems)
3.

advocated equality and devotion without caste distinctions.

Purandara Dasa: Known as the father of Carnatic music, his compositions
combine

devotion with musical innovation.

Thematic Depth and Literary Style of Bhakti Kaal Ke Kavi

The richness of bhakti kaal ke kavi?s poetry lies not only in religious fervor but also in
literary artistry. Their works often explore themes such as the nature of God, human
su?ering, love and separation, social justice, and inner spiritual awakening.

Devotion and Divine Love

Central to bhakti poetry is the theme of intense love for the divine, often depicted as a
human-like relationship?lover and beloved, parent and child, or master and servant. This
personalization of God made spirituality relatable and emotionally compelling. For
example, Surdas?s Krishna bhakti and Mirabai?s passionate longing resonate with readers
on a deeply personal level.

Social Commentary and Reform

Many bhakti poets used their verses as platforms for social critique. Kabir?s denunciation
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of casteism and ritualism, Basavanna?s call for social equality, and Tukaram?s emphasis
on humility and compassion illustrate the movement?s progressive dimensions. Their
poetry challenged societal norms and promoted a more inclusive spiritual practice.
Linguistic Innovations

Bhakti kaal ke kavi were pioneers in popularizing vernacular languages through their
poetry. This linguistic shift had profound implications for Indian literature, fostering
regional literary traditions and making spiritual knowledge accessible to the common
people. The use of simple yet evocative language ensured widespread appeal and
memorability.

Impact and Legacy of Bhakti Kaal Ke Kavi

The enduring in?uence of bhakti kaal ke kavi is evident in multiple facets of Indian
culture?from classical music and dance to popular devotional songs and religious
practices. Their compositions continue to be sung in temples, homes, and cultural
festivals, bridging centuries of tradition.

Moreover, the Bhakti movement?s emphasis on personal devotion and social equality laid
important philosophical foundations for later reform movements and modern spiritual
discourse. The demaocratization of religious experience championed by these poets is
re?ected in India?s pluralistic society today.

Comparisons with Other Literary Movements

When compared to preceding classical Sanskrit literature, bhakti poetry is notably more

accessible, emotional, and socially engaged. Unlike the often elitist and ritual-centric
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classical texts, bhakti poetry prioritized individual experience and direct connection with
the divine.

In contrast to the later literary movements, such as the Riti or the modern nationalist
literature, bhakti poetry?s spiritual focus remains its de?ning feature. However, its
in?uence permeates these later genres, especially in the use of vernacular languages and
incorporation of devotional themes.

Challenges and Criticisms

While bhakti kaal ke kavi have been widely celebrated, some critiques point to potential
limitations. The intense focus on personal devotion sometimes sidelines broader
philosophical inquiries or social realities. Additionally, the regional fragmentation of bhakti
literature can pose challenges for comprehensive study and appreciation across linguistic
boundaries.

Nonetheless, these critiques do not diminish the movement?s profound contributions but
rather invite ongoing exploration and reinterpretation.

The study of bhakti kaal ke kavi opens a window into a transformative era where poetry
became a vehicle for spiritual awakening and social change. Their legacy continues to
inspire, inviting modern readers and scholars alike to explore the depths of devotion and
the power of the vernacular voice in shaping cultural identity.

bhakti kaal ke kavi, bhakti kavita, bhakti yug ke kavi, sant kaviyon, devotional poets,

medieval Indian poets, bhakti movement poets, Mirabai, Kabir, Tulsidas
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