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Hurlyburly Those the River Keeps Two Plays Rabe DA: Exploring the Depths of Dark Drama
hurlyburly those the river keeps two plays rabe dais a phrase that might sound
cryptic at ?rst glance, but it actually encompasses a fascinating intersection of theater,
literary analysis, and the work of playwright David Rabe. For enthusiasts of contemporary
drama and those intrigued by the emotional turbulence of human experience, these two
plays by Rabe?*Hurlyburly* and *Those the River Keeps*?o?er a rich tapestry of themes,
characters, and social commentary that merit deeper exploration. In this article, we?Il dive
into the essence of these two plays, their signi?cance in modern drama, and the unique
gualities that make Rabe?s work resonate with audiences.

Understanding the World of David Rabe

David Rabe is an acclaimed American playwright known for his intense, gritty, and often
darkly comic portrayals of American life, particularly focusing on the Vietnam War and its
aftermath, as well as the complexities of human relationships. His work is characterized

by sharp dialogue, morally ambiguous characters, and a tendency to explore themes of
violence, redemption, and existential despair.

Who is David Rabe?



HURLYBURLY THOSE THE RIVER KEEPS TWO PLAYS Academic PDF Vol. 2026, Issue 5

Before unpacking the plays themselves, it?s worth understanding the man behind the
words. David Rabe emerged in the 1970s as a signi?cant voice in American theater,
bringing a raw authenticity to his scripts that re?ected the turbulent times. His military
background and personal experiences lent credibility and emotional depth to his
storytelling. Among his most well-known plays are *The Basic Training of Pavlo Hummel*,
*Streamers*, and *Hurlyburly*.

Why Focus on These Two Plays?

While *Hurlyburly* is perhaps Rabe?s most recognized work, *Those the River Keeps* is a
lesser-known but equally compelling play that delves into more poetic and metaphorical
territory. Exploring these two works together provides a broader perspective on Rabe?s
range?from the cynical, fast-paced world of Hollywood in *Hurlyburly* to the more
introspective and symbolic landscape in *Those the River Keeps*.

Hurlyburly: A Turbulent Dive into Hollywood?s Underbelly

The term ?hurlyburly? itself means noisy disorder or confusion, which perfectly captures
the chaotic atmosphere of this play. Set in the seedy corners of 1980s Los Angeles,
*Hurlyburly* exposes the dark side of the entertainment industry, where ambition,
addiction, and disillusionment collide.

Plot and Setting

The play revolves around a group of Hollywood players?agents, producers, and wannabe

stars?who navigate a world ?lled with drug abuse, sexual politics, and broken dreams.



HURLYBURLY THOSE THE RIVER KEEPS TWO PLAYS Academic PDF Vol. 2026, Issue 5

The characters engage in constant verbal sparring, their conversations oscillating
between cynical humor and profound despair. This frenetic dialogue style mirrors the
?hurlyburly? of Hollywood?s chaotic social scene.

Themes and Motifs

*Hurlyburly* explores themes such as:

The emptiness behind the glamour of fame

The search for identity in a super?cial world

The destructive cycles of addiction and self-delusion

The fragility of human relationships under pressure

The play?s dark humor and sharp wit make it both entertaining and thought-provoking.
Impact and Legacy

Since its debut in 1984, *Hurlyburly* has been staged numerous times and adapted into a
?Im starring Sean Penn and Kevin Spacey. Its portrayal of Hollywood?s facade and the
psychological torment beneath has in?uenced many subsequent works addressing similar
themes of disillusionment and moral ambiguity.

Those the River Keeps: A Poetic Exploration

In contrast to the frenetic energy of *Hurlyburly*, *Those the River Keeps* presents a
more contemplative, almost lyrical approach to drama. The play?s title evokes images of
memory, loss, and the passage of time?concepts that ?ow like a river beneath the
surface of the narrative.

Synopsis and Symbolism
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*Those the River Keeps* centers around characters who confront their pasts and the
lingering e?ects of trauma. The river serves as a powerful metaphor for life?s continual
movement, the persistence of memory, and the inevitable changes that shape identity.
The play uses poetic language and symbolism to delve into themes of:

Grief and healing

The cyclical nature of life and death

Connection to nature and the environment

The search for peace amid chaos

This more abstract and re?ective style contrasts with the raw realism of *Hurlyburly*,
showcasing Rabe?s versatility as a playwright.

Critical Reception

Though not as widely known as *Hurlyburly*, *Those the River Keeps* has been praised
for its emotional depth and artistic ambition. It appeals to audiences who appreciate
nuanced storytelling and the exploration of universal human experiences through
metaphor.

Comparing the Two Plays: Hurlyburly Those the River Keeps Two
Plays Rabe DA

Examining *Hurlyburly* alongside *Those the River Keeps* reveals the breadth of David
Rabe?s thematic concerns and stylistic choices. Both plays, while distinct in approach,

grapple with human vulnerability and the search for meaning in troubled times.
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Contrasting Styles

**Hurlyburly:** Fast-paced, dialogue-heavy, grounded in realism and dark comedy.
**Those the River Keeps:** Poetic, symbolic, re?ective, emphasizing mood and
metaphor.

Shared Themes

Despite stylistic di?erences, both plays explore:

The impact of trauma and loss

The struggle for identity amidst external chaos

Complex interpersonal relationships

The search for redemption or peace

Why Study These Two Plays Together?

For students, actors, or theater lovers, analyzing both plays provides valuable insight into
how a single playwright can traverse di?erent narrative techniques to explore similar
existential questions. The contrast enriches appreciation for dramatic form and emotional
storytelling.

Incorporating Hurlyburly Those the River Keeps Two Plays Rabe

DA into Theater Studies

For educators and drama practitioners, these two plays o?er fertile ground for discussion
and performance. Here are some tips for engaging with these works:

Focus on Character Dynamics: Both plays feature complex characters whose
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motivations and interactions drive the narrative.

Explore Language and Dialogue: *Hurlyburly*?s rapid-?re exchanges contrast
2.

with the lyrical prose of *Those the River Keeps*, o?ering varied linguistic

challenges.

Investigate Themes of Trauma and ldentity: Encourage students to connect

3.

these themes to broader social and psychological issues.

Experiment with Staging: The di?erent tones invite creative approaches to set
4.

design, lighting, and sound to evoke mood.

Encourage Emotional Authenticity: Both plays demand actors engage deeply

S.

with their characters? psychological states.

Why Hurlyburly Those the River Keeps Two Plays Rabe DA

Remain Relevant Today

In a world still grappling with issues of addiction, mental health, and the search for

identity, David Rabe?s plays continue to resonate. The raw honesty of *Hurlyburly* and

the poetic introspection of *Those the River Keeps* speak to universal human experiences

that transcend their original context.
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Moreover, the exploration of Hollywood?s dark underbelly in *Hurlyburly* remains
pertinent as society reckons with the complexities of fame, power dynamics, and personal
demons in the entertainment industry. Meanwhile, the metaphorical depth of *Those the
River Keeps* invites audiences to re?ect on their own journeys through loss and healing.
Whether you are a theater a?cionado, a student, or simply curious about contemporary
drama, delving into hurlyburly those the river keeps two plays rabe da opens a window
into the challenging yet rewarding world of David Rabe?s storytelling?a world where
chaos meets contemplation, and despair is intertwined with hope.

Question

Answer

What is the play 'Hurlyburly’

about?

Hurlyburly is a dark comedy by David Rabe that explores

the chaotic lives of Hollywood players in the 1980s,

focusing on themes of power, drugs, and existential

despair.

Who wrote 'Hurlyburly'?

David Rabe is the playwright who wrote 'Hurlyburly.'

What are the main themes

in 'Hurlyburly'?

The main themes include the emptiness of Hollywood life,
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the search for meaning, drug addiction, and the
complexity of relationships.

What does the title

'Hurlyburly' signify in the

play?

The title 'Hurlyburly' refers to the tumultuous and chaotic
nature of the characters' lives, re?ecting the disorder and
confusion in their personal and professional worlds.
How does 'Hurlyburly' depict

the Hollywood lifestyle?

The play presents Hollywood as a place of super?ciality,
excess, and moral ambiguity, where characters struggle
with loneliness and identity amidst the glitz and glamour.
What is the signi?cance of

the river metaphor in

"Hurlyburly'?

While not directly referenced as a river in the play, any
river metaphor could symbolize the continuous ?ow of
time and the characters? inability to escape their

circumstances.

Vol. 2026, Issue 5
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Are 'Hurlyburly' and 'Those

the River Keeps' related

plays by David Rabe?

No, 'Hurlyburly' is a well-known play by David Rabe, but
‘'Those the River Keeps' is not one of his plays; it might be
a confusion or mix-up of titles.

What style of play is

'‘Hurlyburly'?

Hurlyburly is a black comedy/drama that blends dark
humor with serious themes about human frailty and
existential crises.

Has 'Hurlyburly' been

adapted into other media?

Yes, 'Hurlyburly' was adapted into a feature ?Im in 1998
starring Sean Penn and Kevin Spacey, maintaining the
play?s intense and chaotic atmosphere.

What impact did ‘Hurlyburly'

have on contemporary

theater?

Hurlyburly is considered a signi?cant work for its raw

portrayal of Hollywood culture and complex characters,

Vol. 2026, Issue 5
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in?uencing later works that explore similar themes of

disillusionment and excess.

Hurlyburly Those the River Keeps Two Plays Rabe DA: A Critical Examination of Dark
Comedy and Human Complexity

hurlyburly those the river keeps two plays rabe da presents a compelling
intersection of contemporary drama and psychological exploration, inviting audiences and
readers alike to revisit the works of David Rabe and the thematic resonance embedded in
the phrase "those the river keeps." This article delves into the intricate layers of Rabe's
two plays, "Hurlyburly" and "Those the River Keeps," analyzing their narrative structures,
character dynamics, and thematic underpinnings while situating them within the broader
context of dark comedy and existential drama.

Contextualizing Hurlyburly and Those the River Keeps within

David Rabe?s Oeuvre

David Rabe, a prominent ?gure in American theater, has long been recognized for his
un?inching portrayal of post-Vietnam War America, exploring themes of disillusionment,
addiction, and the human capacity for self-destruction. While "Hurlyburly" is a well-
documented dark comedy that examines the chaotic lives of Hollywood agents, "Those
the River Keeps" resonates as a more obscure yet equally potent exploration of human
frailty and survival.

The phrase "hurlyburly those the river keeps two plays rabe da" encapsulates the duality
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of Rabe?s storytelling?juxtaposing the frantic external chaos ("hurlyburly™) with the
internal emotional currents symbolized by "those the river keeps." This duality invites a
layered understanding of the characters' turmoil, caught between frenetic social
interactions and the deep undercurrents of trauma and yearning.

Hurlyburly: The Anatomy of Hollywood?s Moral Decay

First premiered in 1984, "Hurlyburly" o?ers a stark and raw portrayal of the Los Angeles
entertainment industry's underbelly, focusing on a group of Hollywood players whose lives
are riddled with drugs, existential angst, and fractured relationships. The term
"hurlyburly,” meaning noisy disorder and confusion, perfectly captures the chaotic energy
that de?nes the play?s atmosphere.

Rabe's incisive dialogue and character development reveal the emptiness behind the glitz,
as the characters grapple with identity crises and personal demons. The play?s dark
humor underscores the tragic absurdity of their existence, making it a seminal work in the
canon of American dark comedy.

Those the River Keeps: A Deeper Dive into Isolation and Survival

While "Those the River Keeps" is less frequently discussed in mainstream theatrical
criticism, its thematic richness deserves signi?cant attention. The title metaphorically
references those individuals whom the river?the relentless ?ow of time and
circumstance?retains, symbolizing survivors of emotional and psychological upheaval.
Rabe?s nuanced approach in this play emphasizes isolation and the human instinct for

survival amid overwhelming odds. Through poetic imagery and fragmented narrative,
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"Those the River Keeps" contrasts with "Hurlyburly" by focusing on introspection rather
than external chaos, o?ering a meditative exploration of trauma and resilience.
Comparative Analysis: Themes and Stylistic Elements

The interplay between "Hurlyburly” and "Those the River Keeps" illuminates Rabe?s
versatility as a playwright. While both plays grapple with human su?ering and existential
guestions, their stylistic approaches diverge signi?cantly.

Setting and Tone: "Hurlyburly" thrives in a contemporary, urban setting
saturated

with cynicism and fast-paced dialogue, whereas "Those the River Keeps" employs a
more subdued, almost lyrical tone, often set in ambiguous or naturalistic
environments.

Characterization: Characters in "Hurlyburly" are often outwardly dysfunctional
yet

2.

mask deep vulnerabilities, while "Those the River Keeps" presents characters

stripped to their emotional cores, emphasizing internal con?ict over social

performance.

Thematic Focus: Both plays address addiction and trauma, but "Hurlyburly"

3.

critiqgues societal super?ciality and moral decay, whereas "Those the River Keeps"
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probes themes of endurance and the subconscious forces shaping identity.

These distinctions highlight how "hurlyburly those the river keeps two plays rabe da"
encapsulates complementary but distinct facets of human experience, demonstrating
Rabe?s capacity to traverse di?erent emotional and narrative terrains.

Language and Dialogue: Contrasting Narrative Techniques

Rabe?s mastery of language is evident in both plays but manifests di?erently. "Hurlyburly"
is characterized by rapid-?re, overlapping dialogue that mirrors the frenetic pace of its
characters? lives. The colloquial and often abrasive language serves to expose raw human
emotions beneath facades of bravado.

Conversely, "Those the River Keeps" employs more poetic and re?ective language, with
pauses and silences that invite contemplation. This stylistic choice aligns with the play?s
focus on internal struggle and the passage of time, contrasting sharply with the relentless
verbal energy of "Hurlyburly."

Impact and Reception: The Legacy of Hurlyburly and Those the

River Keeps

"Hurlyburly" has garnered critical acclaim for its unvarnished look at Hollywood?s darker
side, earning prestigious awards and inspiring numerous adaptations, including a 1998
?Im starring Sean Penn and Kevin Spacey. Its cultural impact lies in its honest depiction of
addiction, disillusionment, and fractured masculinity, themes that remain relevant in
contemporary discourse.

"Those the River Keeps," while less prominent, has been praised in theatrical circles for its
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poetic sensitivity and emotional depth. Its exploration of survival and human connection
0?ers a counterpoint to the cynicism of "Hurlyburly," enriching Rabe?s body of work with a
nuanced perspective on trauma.

Relevance in Contemporary Theater and Psychological Discourse

The thematic concerns of both plays continue to resonate, particularly as society grapples
with issues of mental health, addiction, and the search for meaning in an increasingly
fragmented world. The juxtaposition of external chaos and internal re?ection found in
"hurlyburly those the river keeps two plays rabe da" provides fertile ground for
contemporary directors and scholars to explore new interpretations.

Furthermore, the psychological depth embedded in these works aligns with modern
therapeutic narratives, emphasizing the importance of confronting trauma and
acknowledging the complexities of human behavior.

Exploring the Symbolism Behind 'Those the River Keeps'

The phrase "those the river keeps" serves as a powerful metaphor within Rabe?s narrative
framework. Rivers often symbolize change, continuity, and the passage of life, and those
"kept" by the river can be interpreted as individuals who have been shaped or trapped by
their circumstances.

In this context, the metaphor extends to characters who are unable to escape their pasts
or the consequences of their actions, re?ecting themes of fate, memory, and the indelible

marks of trauma. This symbolism deepens the emotional resonance of the play, inviting
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audiences to re?ect on their own experiences of loss and survival.

Pros and Cons of the Plays? Narrative Approaches

Pros:

Both plays o?er rich character studies that challenge audiences to confront

uncomfortable truths.

The contrasting styles provide a comprehensive exploration of human

complexity.

They contribute signi?cantly to discussions on addiction, trauma, and

resilience.

cons:

The dense dialogue in "Hurlyburly" may alienate some viewers unaccustomed

to rapid exchanges.

"Those the River Keeps" might be perceived as too abstract or slow-paced for

audiences seeking conventional narratives.

Vol. 2026, Issue 5
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These considerations re?ect the plays? artistic ambitions and underline the importance of
context in their reception.

Conclusion: The Enduring Signi?cance of Hurlyburly and Those

the River Keeps

Engaging with "hurlyburly those the river keeps two plays rabe da" reveals a multifaceted
portrait of human existence, grappling with chaos and stillness, despair and hope. David
Rabe?s contributions through these works underscore his ability to illuminate the depths of
psychological struggle with both un?inching realism and poetic subtlety.

As theater continues to evolve, the insights o?ered by these plays remain invaluable for
understanding not only the characters on stage but also the broader human condition,
making them essential studies for practitioners, scholars, and audiences invested in the
transformative power of dramatic art.

Hurlyburly, David Rabe, Those the River Keeps, plays, theater, drama, playwright,

contemporary plays, American drama, stage production



